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Birchwood Bulletin 
of Dates 

Monday, June 7th 

Gr. 4 & 8 State Science Test 

Thursday, June 10th 

Senior Luncheon 

Friday, June 18th  
Graduation Ceremony-6:30 

Thursday, June 24th  
Graduation Ceremony Rain date-6:30 

Friday, June 25th   
                Last Day of School 

Thursday, July 1st   
       First Day of Summer School 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

     June 2021 Birchwood 
Contact Information 

845-639-6480 

Fax: 

353-9334 

http://www.ccsd.edu/Birchwood.cfm 

Jonathan Slaybaugh 
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Nine months down and one left to go.  It has not been an easy road to travel 
this year, but we are close to the finish line. Sadly many of our end of year 
activities will be curtailed, but we do have some fun and exciting events on the 
calendar. We will hold field day activities for all of our elementary and middle 
school classes. Jim, our P.E. teacher, has collaborated with each homeroom 
teacher to come up with a collection of fun and safe activities. We have 
planned a Birchwood BBQ where Chef Marc and Chef Joe will prepare a 
delicious lunch for our students and staff. Details about this event will be 
forthcoming. We have also planned a Senior Luncheon for Thursday, June 10th 
at 12:00. Finally, we will hold our graduation on Friday, June 18th at 6:30 where 
we will recognize the significant accomplishments of all of our seniors.  
This year more than ever, we want to thank you for your continued support.  
We truly appreciate the strong working relationships we have with our families. 
There is a direct correlation between our students’ success and the 
collaborative relationship we have with our families. We look forward to 
continue working with you and your child. 

Trending Topics: As we continue to embark on the warmer 
weather months when our already chaotic schedules begin to 
shift yet again, let’s commit – together– to healthy habits that 
will allow us to remain calm in the storm. A practice of 
mindfulness allows us to pause within the present moment to 
reconnect with ourselves and to introduce stillness and peace 
into our lives. Mindfulness is based on the idea that for the 
majority of our days, we tend to focus our minds on the past or 
on the future rather than the present moment. We often handle 
the present by operating on auto-pilot. Mindfulness is simply a 
way of redirecting our attention by focusing our awareness 
towards our current emotions, beliefs and/or actions. Differently 
said, mindfulness allows us to pause within the present moment 
to consciously notice the budding flowers, the birds chirping and 
the beauty that surrounds us. When we can accurately identify 
what is truly happening in the present moment, we can respond 
in a calmer and more accurate way. Practicing mindfulness can 
encompass simply slowing down to take a few short breaths or, 
on a deeper level, fully identifying and acknowledging our 
present emotional state with patience and acceptance 
(without judgment). When you have negative thoughts, try to sit 
down, take a deep breath and close your eyes. Focus on your 
breath as it moves in and out of your body. Sitting and breathing 
for even just a minute can help. Simply breathing is a wonderful 
mindfulness tool for us all to refocus ourselves and learn to self-
soothe. When we are intentional with our focus and awareness, 
we reap the rewards of truly experiencing the beauty around us! 

End of Year Calendar 
Middle School and Elementary: 
Monday, 6/21-regular dismissal 
Tuesday, 6/22 - 10:30 dismissal 
Wednesday, 6/23 - 10:30 dismissal 
Thursday, 6/24 - 10:30 dismissal 
Friday, 6/25 - 9:30 dismissal 

High School: 
Monday, 6/21-Asynchronous Learning for 
all students 
Tuesday, 6/22 - 10:30 dismissal-In person 
learning until 10:30, asynchronous learning 
for the remainder of the day. 
Wednesday, 6/23 - 10:30 dismissal- In 
person learning until 10:30, asynchronous 
learning for the remainder of the day. 
Thursday, 6/24 - 10:30 dismissal- In person 
learning until 10:30, asynchronous learning 
for the remainder of the day. 
Friday, 6/25 - 9:30 Rating Day-No classes 
Asynchronous Learning means students 
can check their Google Classroom pages 
and an assignment will be posted there. 
Students will work independently. If they 
need assistance completing an assignment, 
they can email their teacher.  
Last day for BOCES CTEC is Friday, 6/18 
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Birchwood Summer Program 
This year, summer school will run from Thursday, July 1st through Wednesday, August 11th. We are off July 
5th for Independence Day. School hours for the summer program remain the same as the regular school 
year:  8:30-2:30.  We strongly believe that our summer program is essential in helping our students 
maintain the gains that they have acquired during the school year. This year it will also be especially helpful 
in filling in some gaps created by the inconsistent learning schedule due to of the worldwide pandemic.  The 
summer program for our elementary and middle school students is a valuable combination of enrichment 
activities to support academic growth and socialization opportunities that promote good, healthy fun. These 
students will be scheduled for a daily swim period at Felix Festa Middle School. We start swimming on the 
first day so send your child to school with their bathing suit, towel and pool shoes on the first day. 
 The high school program includes credit recovery classes, elective classes that tap into areas of student 
interest and the work program that allows students to earn minimum wage while engaging in work related 
activities around the school. All students who participate in the work program must complete the student 
worker packet that was mailed home by Randi. If you cannot locate that packet, please contact Randi.  

 

Save the Date: Friday, 
June, 18th. Birchwood’s 
graduation will be held 
on Friday, June 18th at 
6:30. We will hold the 
ceremony on the 
blacktop area by the 
elementary playground. 
The rain date for 
graduation is Thursday, 
June 24th at 6:30. If 
necessary we can also 
move the ceremony to 
the South High School 
auditorium on the 24th. 
Looking forward to 
seeing all of our seniors 
and their families. 
 

Birchwood Happenings: 
On May 26th, Birchwood School’s juniors and seniors were able to attend a virtual 

presentation along with North and South students.  The presentation was “The First 

Choice and A Second Chance,” provided by Stephen Hill.  Mr. Hill is a former Suffern 

student and chronicled his struggles with alcohol and substance abuse.  This was a 

very timely presentation at prom season: our county has most certainly been rocked 

by the recent fatal accidents of teens while under the influence.  Mr. Hill shared his 

“inspiring story of addiction, resilience and recovery” which we hope will help our 

students to be mindful of their safety and resolve against peer pressure. You can help 

your child prepare by role playing scenarios with them being pressured by peer 

pressure: this helps them have a readily available “script” so they can practice 

handling social situations.  Also, you can have open family discussions and encourage 

your child to call you instead of getting into a vehicle if they think the driver is under 

the influence.   

We are here to help you if you have concerns and are seeking advice or information 

to help your child. Feel free to reach out to your child’s therapist with your concerns. 

 
 Our Calendar:  
We began a new project in our building to recognize our diversity and to promote an understanding of our 
similarities and differences. In the main hallway, we have put up a monthly calendar. The calendar includes 
various holidays and important dates from around the world and within our community. I have encouraged 
staff and students to include any significant events in their lives or culture, and to please let me or Randi 
know so that we can include the day on the calendar. Along the border of the bulletin board is a brief 
explanation of each important date for the particular month.  
Parents are also welcome to share important dates with us to be included in our community calendar.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birchwood Summer School 2021 ATTENDANCE POLICY 

ATTENDANCE POLICY 

The following policy applies to all summer school students who are taking 

classes for credit and is strictly enforced. All parents and students must read and 

understand the policy.   

 

1. Students are expected to be in class when the period begins. 
2. Any absence will cause a loss of 2 participation points. 
3. Any tardiness or missed class time in excess of 15 minutes will cause a 

student to lose 2 participation points. 
4. Any tardiness less than 15 minutes will cause a student to lose ½ a 

participation point. 
5. Any student with a loss of greater than 6 participation points will not earn 

credit for the course. 
6. Summer school staff will make every effort to notify parents or guardians 

when participation points are lost due to attendance. 
 

REMEMBER THAT EACH CLASS SESSION IS EQUIVALENT TO ONE WEEK'S 

WORK IN THE REGULAR ACADEMIC YEAR.   ONE TARDINESS CAN CAUSE YOU 

TO FALL SERIOUSLY BEHIND IN THE COURSE.  IN ORDER TO ASSURE YOUR 

SUCCESS IN THIS PROGRAM, YOU SHOULD MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO BE ON 

TIME AND ATTEND EVERY CLASS SESSION. 

 

 

 

Counseling Corner: 
Any high school student who is taking a course that has traditionally ended with a Regents Exam will be exempt from 

that exam if he or she passes that course for the year.  An “E” will appear on the student’s report card and transcript 

indicating that the student is exempt from that exam and has met his or her graduation requirement of passing that 

exam. To comply with federal mandates on testing in schools, the district is offering 4 Regents Exams in June (English, 

Living Environment, Algebra and Earth Science) for any student who “opted in” to take the exam.  Regents Exams will 

not be factored into the students’ final grades and will have no impact on students’ GPA in any way for this year.  The 

same exemption will apply for students who take courses that traditionally end in a Regents exam during the summer.   

If you have any questions about course credit or Regents exemptions for this year, please contact Matt Backs 

at mbacks@ccsd.edu or 1-845-639-6480 ex. 4111.  

Please see the summer school attendance policy below. 
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RULER: 
This summer, we will begin to officially roll out the 
RULER Program to our elementary and middle 
school students. Each morning, those homerooms 
will incorporate the use of the mood meter as part 
of their morning routine. This will be another step 
towards helping our students identify their 
feelings and ultimately be able to label that 
emotion.  
This brief video provides a nice summary of the 
different quadrants of the mood meter and why it 
can be an effective tool to use in schools. 
Video Link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qj6AIczvDhg 
 


